VSV=eo—lCCCr P| OOO a S 


_—o-e Feo 


4 











UM 


ARS LONG A, 





VITA BREVIS. 


EDITED BY SEVERAL PHYSICIANS. 








VOL. I. 


PHILADELPHIA, SEPTEMBER 23, 1824. 


No. 15. 





—sa- 





PANACEAS!—No. 4. 


Among the nostrums and panaceas 
which have inundated the Materia Me- 
dica, none have probably ranked higher 
than what was known by the name of 
MUMMY!—=That which was most esteem- 
ed was the dried carcase of a human sub- 
ject;—other kinds were however, in much 
esteem, and we shall presently enume- 
rate them, and their different prepara- 
tions.-—We shall however, first remark, 
that every part of the human body, with- 
out exception, seems to have been in- 
cluded in the lists of medicines; of 
which the following may be considered 
proof, as given by Lanzoni, opera omnia. 
1. p. 392.—3. p. 24. 

*‘ Man, says he, possesses the first place 
amongst animals; from him are taken, for me- 
dical use, the hair,nails, saliva, cerumen of the 
ears, the cranium, teeth, bones, usnea (moss 
growing on the cranium), sweat, milk, men- 
strua, secundines, urine, feeces, semen, blood, 
calculus, lice, membrane around the fetal 
head (caul) lumbrici, mummy; testicles, um- 
bilicus, brain, heart, and uterus.” 


15 


At present we shall confine ourselves 
to the article mummy, principally, as 
given by Salmon in his Dispensatory, p. 
194. in 1676.—He gives us at the same 
time, some other preparations of the 
body, which we shall here introduce, 
although they are not so extended as we 
find them in Lanzoni. We shall only | 
add that all these preparations, were in 
their day respectively considered as pa- 
naceas, equally estimable with any of 
those now held forth as such to the 
public. 

The name of mummy, has been vari- 
ously explained. It has been applied by 
some writers, to the embalmed body 
alone—and this is the common accep, 
tation of the term at present. 

Brassavola and others, have regarded 
it as an Arabic and Persian word, which 
denoted, according to Rhazes, Avicenna, 
Dioscorides, Serapion, &c., Pissasphal- 
jum, or a species of rock oil, of a thick 
consistence—and which was probably the 
substance employed in the embalming of 
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the body, in combination with the aro- 
matics conjointly used.—Bernadus Cee- 
sius, the jesuit, says, the name is Mauri- 
tanean, and signifies a juice the most 
useful to physicians. 

Salmon seems to embrace all of them, 
in the account he gives of the article— 
and we proceed therefore to what he 
says on the subject. We can only say, 
in relation to his statement, “ De gusti- 
bus non disputandum!” 


FROM A DEAD BODY. 


21. Mumia, Arabian Mummy. It dissolves 
congealed and coagulated blood, provokes the 
terms, expels wind out of both bowels and 
veins, helps coughs, and is a great vulnerary: 
It is also said to purge, being given to the 
quantity of 3}. in any convenient vehiculum. 

Mummy is five-fold: 1. Factitious pissas- 
phaltum, made of bitumen and pitch. 2. Flesh 
of a carcase dried by the sun, in the country 
of the Hammonians between Cyrene and AI- 
exandria, being passengers buried in the 
quick-sands. 3. egyptian, a liquor sweating 
from carcasses embalmed with pissasphaltum, 
4. Arabian, a liquor which sweats from car- 
eases embalmed with myrrh, aloes, and bal- 
sam. 5. Artificial, which is modern. Of all 
which, the two last are the best, but the Ara- 
bian is scarcely to be got; the second and third 
sorts are sold for it: the artificial is thus made. 

22. Mumia Artificialis, Artificial or Mod- 
ern Mummy, according to Crollius. 

Take the carcase of a young man (some say 
red hair’d) not dying of a disease, but killed; 
let it lie 24 hours in ciear water in the air; 
cut the flesh in pieces, to which add powder 
of myrrh, and a little aloes; imbibe it 24 hours 
in the spirit of wine and turpentine, take it 
out, hang it up twelve hours: imbibe it again 
24 hours in fresh spirit, then hang up the pie- 
cesin a a dry air, and a shadowy place, so will 
they dry, and not stink. 

23. Tinctura Mumia, tincture or extract of 
mummy, 

x Arabian or Egyptian mummy, extract it 
with spirit of wine or turpentine, and sepa- 
rate to the consistence of honey, so have you 
Quercetan’s extract. But Crollius advises 
to take the artificial mummy, and make an 
extract in spirit in wine or elder only. 

It is a counter-poyson, prevents the plague, 
and resists all manner of infection being taken 
only to } j. andcure being taken to Zi or Ziss: 
It has all the veriues of mummy, at section 21, 
Of this Crollius makes a treacle thus. »% of 
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this tincture Ibss. Venice treacle Ziiij. salt of 
pearl and coral, ana 3Zii: terra sigillata 2ij, 
musk 3j. mix and digest them in a gentle heat 
for a month. 

24. Elixir Mumia, Elixir of Mummy. 

% Artificial mummy cut small, to which put 
spirit of turpentine, putrifie it forty days in a 
vessel close luted; strain it, and put it into a 
bladder with S. V. digest, and in an_alembick 
in sand draw off the quintessence with the 
spirit, which separate; the feces reverberate, 
and sublime toa sait, which unite with the 
separated quintessence by circulation: then 
digest this quintessence with treacle and musk 
to an elixir. 

it has all the vertues of the tincture, be- 
sides which this is more speedy in the cure 
of the plague. 

25. Balsamum Mumice, Balsam of Mum. 
my- 
% Artificial mummy cut small, digest it forty 
days with oil olive in a luted vessel: put it in 
a glass body, and in B. M. let the foetid scent 
exhale, till the mummy Is dissolved, digest it 
twenty days or more with S. V. which sepa- 
rate, and you have a sweet-scented red oil. 
This oil is exalted by degestion with S. V. and 
drawing it off four or five times. Where note, 
that Quercetan uses fresh flesh instead of arti- 
ficial mummy. 

This balsam, Quercetan says, has all the 
properties of the natural balsam of Syria, and 
the vertues of the Tincture and Elixir of | 
Mummy: and being exalted, it has such a 
piercing quality, that it pierceth all parts, re- 
stores wasted limbs, consumptions, hecticks, 
and cures all ulcers and corruptions, if g7. iiij, 
v, or vj be given twice every day in a proper 
vehicle. 

26. Aqua Divina, divine water. Take the 
whole carcase of a man violently killed, with 
the intrails, cut it in pieces, and mix them; 
distil it from a retort twice or thrice. 

It is reputed to have a magnetic power: if 
to 3}. of this water you put a few drops of the 
blood ofa sick person, and set them on the 
fire, and they mix, the sick recovers; if not, the 
sick dies: for want of blood, take the urine 
in a larger quantity. 

27. Adeps. Grease or Fat. It is emollient, 
discutient, anodyne, and cosmetick; it is said 
to fill up the pits, after the small-pox; mixt 
with the spirit of vitriol, it becomes a clammy 
liniment, which pierces much, and is useful 
against the gout, contracted sinews, and dri- 
ness of the parts. 

28. Ossa humana, man’s bones. They stop 
fluxes of the belly, of rheums, of the terms, 
astringe, being often mixt with arthritick 
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purges: they are taken, either levigated into 
fine powder with water, or calcin’d in a potter's 
furnace toashes. By a retort yuu may dis- 
tilan oil from them, which is very anodyne 
and discutient, and eases pains of the gont; 
their marrow is of excellent use to cure con- 
tracted sinews and members. 

29. Cranium, the skull. Itisa specifick inthe 
cure of most diseases of the head, but chiefly 
the falling sickness; you may give it either 
levigated on a marble, or calcin’d, or some 
of the following preparations thereof: the tri- 
angular bone in the temples is the most speci- 
fical against the epilepsie. 

30. Magisterium Cranii humani, magistery 
of man’s skull. : 

Dissolve it in the spirit of vitriol, and then 
precipitate. 

Dose is from g7. xv. to Zss. in any conveni- 
ent vehicle. 

$1. Galreda Paracelsi, Paracelsus, his ex- 
tract of man’s skull. 

Digest filings of a skull with S. V. and sage 
fifteen or twenty days; distil by a retort, and 
digest fifteen days more; then cohobate thrice, 
after circulate seven days, and separate the 
S. V. in balneo marie, keeping the coagulated 
essence for use. 

Give every day in a convenient vehicle six 
or seven grains; but in abstracting of the S. 
V. it is much to be questioned, whether it 
does not carry away with it much of the finer 
spirit of the skull. 

32. Tinctura Cran Quercetani, Querce- 
tans tincture of skulls. 


Digest filings of skulls with juniper or sage, 
four or five inches above, in a bolt-head well 
luted, with a gentle heat for fifteen days; then 
strain it out with a press, so have you a red li- 
quor; strain it again, and abstract in balneo 
vaporis to the consistency of honey. 


This is anexcellent thing against the falling 
sickness, and fitts of the mother: Give 4 ss 
a pj. 
a. Aqua Oleum Cranii humani, water 
and oil of man’s skull. 

Distil skulls (grossly beaten) in a retort, so 
have you liquor, oil, and volatile salt: the oil 
you may rectifie with 8. V. by often cohobat- 
ing. 

Itis one of the most powerful things against 
the falling sickness, and suffocation of the 
womb: that is you may give a gut. iiij. ad x. 
of the oil, mixt with sugar, and its own water, 
as a vehiculum. 

34. Sal Cranit humani, salt of man’s skull. 


x. The skull and calcine it; or reverberate 
the caput mortuum of the former, dissolve in 
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water, filterate, coagulate, and purifie it, as 
you do that of tartar. 

It is a perfect cure for the falling sickness, 
vertigo, lethargy, numbness, and all head-dis- 
eases. Dose in peony-water, or other conve- 
nient vehicle, a ss. ad Jss. | 

35° Essentia Cranii humani, essence of 
man’s skull. 

It is made of water, oil, volatile salt, and 
fixt salt, dissolved and mixt together, and di- 
gested 40 days in sand. 

Brendelius says, it is prevalent against the 
falling sickness, beyond all other things what- 
soever. 

36. Spiritus Cerebri humani, spirit of man’s 
brains. 

&. ‘I'he brain of a young man slain, with all 
its membranes, arteries, veins and nerves, with 
all the spinal marrow, beat them, and add es- 
sence of tile-flowers, peony, bettony, black 
cherries, lavender, rosemary, lilly of the val- 
ley, cowslips, sage, mesleto, ana, so much as 
to be four inches above; digest a while; then 
distil in B. M. add Sack a fourth part, distil 
and cohobate three times; make a salt of the 
feces calcin’d, which join to the spirit. 

It is a noble antepileptick, and may be giv- 
en aj ad \ilij. 

37. Oleum Cerebri humani, oil of man’s 
brains. 

Macerate..the brains with common salt, 
and distil by a glass retort in sand, so have 
you oil with a little water; which you may 
separate, and rectifie the oil with S. V. by of- 
ten cohobating. Where note, that the whole 
substance of the brain will nearly turn into oil. 

It has the vertues of the former: you may 
give to )ss. or more. 

38. fel humanum, man’s gall. An extract 
of it with S. V. dropt in the ear cures deaf- 
ness. 

39. Cor hominis, the heart. The powder of 
it drunk cures the epilepsie. 


ON THE CARE OF BOOKS. 


There is a good paper in the Monthly 
Magazine, or British Register, v. 24. p. 
15. under the head of “ Reflections on 
the preservation and care of books’”— 
from which we extract the following pas- 
sages: the whole is worth perusing. 

‘¢ Were books now allowed to follow that 
fair progress of dilapidation, wliich is the ge- 
neral fate of other things, they would rather 
point out the erudition of their owners, than 


so often reflect disgrace on them. But a 
nurse snatches up a book to quiet a noisy 
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child with the exhibition of its pictures; ano- 
ther besmears it with buttered fingers at the 
breakfast-table; the servant tears out the 
title page to light her parlour fire, because 
she is in a hurry; young Master is allowed to 
strip it to embellish his kite; and Miss throws 
it to her favourite Chloe, to play-with on the 
floor; another reads it by the fire till the bind- 
ing is warped off from the leaves, or till he 
falls asleep, and the book falls a prey to the 
flames.” 

The author complains that “ nothing is 
more common than to hear booksellers assure 
us, that innumerable quantities of books are 
eagerly sought after, and purchased by those 
who are commissioned fo commit them to the 
flames, under the specious pretext of confer- 
‘ing a benefit on mankind.” 

‘“¢ What complaint, adds he, can be more 
common, or unfortunately more just, than 
the little care taken with borrowed books?”’ 
‘“‘ Were people but to make it a point of hon- 
our, never to lend a borrowed book, there would 
be much less danger: but we can more often 
answer for the honesty of an acquaintance 
than we can for his care. The man who bor- 
rows my book, shows, or commends it to ano- 
ther, who borrows it again, with repeated as- 
surances of its being carefully returned; this 
man lends it to a third person, on the like con- 
ditions, but who never returns it, because it 
was lent to a fourth, who lost it.”——‘* By those 
who are resolved to gratify the wish of a friend 
by the loan of a book, perhaps the following 
inscription might be generally adopted: 


Read and return, nor other’s goods disperse ; 
Be you the better, and the book no worse. 


*‘ It was, indeed, truly said, that our ac- 
quaintaoces fiod it much more easy to retain 
the books themselves, than what is contained 
in them; and as an additional confirmation of 
the fact, we are informed that the duke of 
Somerset, in the days of Edward the 6th, 
borrowed from the Guildhall library, without 
intending to return them, 5 cart loads of books, 


for the purpose of furnishing his own library, 
at his house in the Strand.” 


go> We must observe that many of 
the above remarks will apply most justly 


to the borrowers of medical books, and 


therefore we have thought it appropriate 
to the Register. 


To the Editors of the Esculapian Register. 
Gentlemen, 


On what principle are the rain guages, in 
use in the Hospital, Health Office, &c. &c. 


constructed? How are they graduated, and 
why is the conical prefered to the cubical form 
in their construction? 


Can any of your correspondents give any 
information on the nature and natural History 
of what is vulgarly called mother of peari? 


Would any unpleasant consequence arise, 
if our citizens, were to pursue the Indian 
practice of plucking instead of the present 
mode of shaving their beards? 


These may be deemed matters of trifling 
moment to some, but I have been so often 
questioned on them that I feel desirous of 
having it in my power to give a reasonable 
reply. For myself I would beg leave to ask 
of you, Gentlemen, or any of your corres- 
pondents, Why the rains that fall from the 
eastward, i. e. the rains that are brought by 
easterly winds, are so generally in fine drops, 
(in common language drizzles,) and those 
from clouds coming from the west iu large 
drops? Why there is so much more thunder 
in a S. W. squall than in a squall from any 
eastern point of the compass? 

By replying to these questions, or present- 
ing them to your subscribers, for a reply you 
will, Gentlemen, oblige 

Yours, 
INTERROGATOR. 


A 


ASROSTATION. 


It is scarcely possible to imagine the 
ancients altogether unacquainted with 
the principles of erostation. The Fairy 
Tales and Arabian Nights, afford a 
strong presumptive proof of this in those 
excursions through the air, by wooden 
horses, Turkey carpets, &c. which they 
so delightfully describe to the astonished 
and bewildered fancy of the youthful in- 
quirer into the accounts of former ages! 

Can we not discover some vestiges of 
the same in the tale of Fortunatus?— 
and, long before those tales were penned, 
we may perhaps, trace in the fi ht of 
Icarus and Dedalus some se that 
balloons were even then known and em- 
ployed. The downfall of the former was 
but the prototype of the celebrated de 
Rozier. 

To demonstrate this beyond all cavil, 
is perhaps impossible, and we shall there- 
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fore conclude, by stating, that a legend 
exists respecting the Chinese emperor 
Tam, who reigned about 16 centuries 

o, which adds plausibility to the opi- 
nion. The festival of the lamps in China 
is an annual exhibition, said to be in com- 
memoration of the downfall of the empe- 
ror Ki, who shut himself from the light 
of the sun, in a palace perpetually illu- 
minated. So splendid was the spectacle, 
that the emperor Kam irresistibly in- 
clined to behold it; but not daring avow- 
edly to leave his court, he put himself 
into the hands of a magician, who ena- 
bled him, seated on a fine throne to sail 
through the air, and contemplate from 
above the whole solemnities of the festi- 
val. Whether all the above notices are 
adequate to demonstrate the fact I shall 
not say—but it seems scarcely possible 
that there should not be some (solid) 
foundation for such notions of the an- 
cients—or that the whole of these legends 
should be but the product of an excursive 
imagination! We were long ago informed 
by the wisest of men, that there is no- 
thing new under the sun. 


a oo 


ON THE INFLUENCE OF HABIT. 


It is well occasionally to remind phy- 
sicians of the powerful influence of habit 
on the human system;—we have at page 
86, adverted to this, and we now give 
more in detai!, the extraordinary fact, of 
corrosive sublimate having lost its noxi- 
ous properties in the person of a Turk, 
from this circumstance alone. 


‘*A man about 106 years of age was lately 
living at Constantinople, who was known all 
over that city by the name of Solyman, the 
eater of corrosive sublimate. In the early 
part of his life, he accustomed himself, like 
other Turks, to the use of opium, but not feel- 
ing the desired effect, he augmented his dose 
toa great quantity, without feeling any in- 
convenience, and at length took a drachm or 
60 grs. daily. He went into the shop of a 
jew apothecary, to whom he was unknown, 
asked for a drachm of sublimate, which he 
mixed in a glass of water, and drank it in- 
stantly. The apothecary was dreadfully alarm- 
ed, because he knew the consequences of 
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being accused of poisoning a Turk: but what 
was bis astonishment when he saw the same 
man return the next day for an equal dose of 
the same quantity. It is said that Lord Elgin, 
Mr. Smith, and other Englishmen, knew this 
man, and have heard him declare that his en-: 
joyment after having taken this active poison, 
is the greatest he ever felt from any cause 
whatever.” 





THE TONGUE NOT NECESSARY TO 
SPEECH. 


Letter from Dr. Wilcocks, chaplain to the En- 
glish Factory at Lisbon, &c. afterwards 
bishop of Rochester, toa friend, dated Sep- 
tember 3, 1'707. 

Sir, 

The Conde D’Ericeyra, a nobleman of let- 
ters,and curious in natural knowledge,brought 
from the frontiers of this country, a young 
woman, without a tongue, who yet speaks very 
well. She is 17 years old, but in stature ex- 
ceeds not one of 7 or 8. I was with her at 
the Conde’s house, and made her pronounce 
every letter in the alphabet, which she can 
do distinctly. except Q, which she calls Cu, 
after the common pronunciation of all her 
country people. She hath not the least bit of 
tongue, nor any thing like it; but the teeth, 
on both sides of her jaw, turn very much in- 
ward, and almost meet. She finds the great- 
est want of a tongue in eating; for, as others, 
when they eat, move their meat about with 
their tongue, she is forced to use her finger. 
She pretends to distinguish tastes very well, 
but I believe doth it imperfectly. Her voice, 
though very distinct, is a little hollow, and 
like that of old people who have lost half their 
teeth. The Conde, who is a friend to the 
muses, has written the following epigram on 
the occasion: 


‘¢ Non mirum elinguis mulier quod verba lo- 
quatur, 
Mirum est cum lingua quod taceat mulier.” 


ne 


In the year 1774 we find mentioned 
under the deaths, in the Gentleman’s 
Magazine, p. 390, that of a Mr. Maza- 
rella at Vienna, aged 105. It is added, 
that “a few months before his death 
he had new teeth; and his hair, which 
was grown gray by old age, became black 
again. 
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History of Medicine. 





BC| History of the World. | History of Medicine. (Boy History of the World. 


429 
428 
425 


Death of Pericles. 


| 





406 
404 


End of the Pelopones- 
sian war.--Artaxerxes 
2nd, King of Persia. 


400) Death of Socrates. 


396 


390 
384 
381 
378 


377 


374 


37¥ 


$70) 


363 
362 
360 


$54 


348 
346 


Thebes delivered by 
Epaminondas and Pe- 
lopidas. 

Battle of Naxos. 


|Pyrrho of Eleia. 


Battle of Leuctra. 


Battle of Mantinea. 


Birth of Alexander the 
Great. 


Philip, king of Macedon, 
terminates the holy 
war, and is received 
among the Amphic- 





tyons. 


Death of Anexagoras, 


Death of ArtaxerxesPiague renewed at 
Longimanus.—-Confu-; Athens. 

' ¢ias, legislator of Chi- 
na, 

Battle of Arginuse. 


Death of Democritus. 


Lucina worshipped by 
the Romans. 

First Lectisternium, at 
Rome, on account of 
an Epidemic. 

Ctesias of Cnidos. 

Birth of Aristotle. 

Plague at Rome. 


Death of Hippocrates 
2nd, according to some 
Historians. 

Thessalus, Draco and 
Polybius, successors of 
Hippocrates. 

Birth of Theophrastus. 

Death of Hippoorates 
2nd, according to 
some _historians.—. 
Dioxippus of Cos.— 
Philistion of Locra.— 
Petronius. 

Siennesis of Cyprus.— 
Diogenes. 

3d. Lectisternium 
Rome. 

L. Manlius Imperiosus, 
named dictator, drives 
a nail into the right 
side of the temple of 
Jupiter, to procure a 
cessation of the 
plague. This ceremo- 
ny, called clavum fi- 
gere, was anciently 
employed by the Vol- 
siniens, a people of 
Etruria, to mark the 
number of years. 
From them it passed 
to Rome. The nail 
was called clavus an- 
nalis. 

Diocles of Carista.— 
Eudoxus of Cnidos. 

Death of Plato. 


at 
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345iiBattle of Cheronea. 


341 


336}]Accession of Alexander 


335 
334 


331 
329 


327 
324 


323 
322 
321) 


320 


318 


304 


293 
292 
291 


290 








the Great 
throne. 


to the 


Alexander marches a- 
gainst the Persians. 
Founding of Alexandria. 


Conquest of India. 
Death of Alexander the 
Great. 


Ptolemy Lagus takes 
possession of Egypt. 


Cassander, governor of; 
Macedonia. 

Cassander, king of Ma- 
cedonia. 


Seleucus .Nicanor, king 
of Syria. 


Demetrius Poliorcetes. 


Ptolomy Philadelphus. 





Fourth Lectisternium at 
Rome, on account of 
a pestilence. 

Praxagoras of Cos. 

Chrysippus of Cnidus. 


Aristotle quits the court 
of Alexander. 


Callisthenes of Olynthes. 
A dictator drives a nail 
into the temple of Ju- 
piter at Rome, to pro- 
cure the cessation of 
a strange insanity, 
which was regarded as 
the cause of the mul- 
tiplication of crimes in 
the city. 

Plistonicus. 

Aristoxenes the musician 
mentions the latest 
philosophers among 
the ancient pythago- 
reans. (Diogen. viii. 
46.) 

Fifth Lectisternium at 
Rome, on account of a 
pestilence. 

Death of Aristotle. 
Eudemus of Rhodes. 


Establishment of the Al- 
exandrian library.— 
Philotimus.—-Mnesis- 
theus.—Dieuches. 
Hippocrates 1V, son of 
Draco. 

Birth of Zeno of Citium. 
—Herophilus of Chal- 
cedonia.——Premige- 
nes of Mitylene. 
Erasistratus at the court 
of Seleucus. 
Cynethus the Homerist. 
Plague at Rome. 

Plague at Rome. 

Plague at Rome.—Ten 
ambassadors are sent 
to Epidaurus, who 
bring to Rome the god 
Esculapius, under the 
figure of a serpent. 
Death of Theophrastus. 
—Pyrrho of Eteus,— 
Philinus of Cos. 
Division of Medicine at 
Alexandria. —-Diodo- 
rus Cronos.—Nicias 
of Miletus.—Strato 
of Lampsacus. — Stra- 





to of Beryta. 
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BRONCHOTOMY IN SUDDEN CHOAK- 
ING! 


The efficacy of this operation may be 
in some measure appreciated by an event 
which took place sume years (1808) back, 
at the Richmond tavern, in Dublin. 


*¢ One of the waiters attempting to swallow 
a piece of beef-steak, was almost instantly 
choaked. The circumstance was so sudden, 
and the event so melancholy, that the whole 
neighbourhood was immediately alarmed.— 
Surgeon Crampton, who lives opposite the 
tavern, was consequently resorted to, who, 
on examining the body, found the vital prin- 
ciple completely suspended, and with great 
promptness and presence of mind, made an 
incision in the windpipe, and introducing a 
quill, continued to inflate the lungs by blow- 
ing into them, until symptoms of returning 
life did not a little astonish the appalled spec- 
tators. The poor man happily is in a fair way 
of recovery.” 


al IR 


SEA SERPENT! 


Much doubt has been entertained as 
to the existence of the Sea Serpent, 
which has been said to have been seen 
so repeatedly in our northern waters.— 
Why this should have been the case, 
under the existence of such a crowd of 
respectable witnesses, we have to learn; 
and still less can we understand why the 
truth of those statements have been ridi- 
culed in so extraordinary a manner.— 
Ridicule is not always the test of truth, 
and perhaps, the following account of a 
similar animal may serve to substantiate 
the statements, thus opposed without the 
slightest reason. 


“ Ata meeting of the Wernerian Natural 
History Society, (1808) Mr. Peter Neill read 
the following account of the enormous Sea 
Serpent, which was driven ashore on one of 
the Orkney Islands a few weeks ago.—The 
serpens marinus magnus of Pontoppidan, has 
hitherto been considered as a fabulous mon- 
ster, and denied a local habitation and a 
name, by all scientific and systematic natu- 
ralists, who have affected to pity the credu- 
lity of the good bishop of Bergen. One of 
these monsters however, has, effectually to 
prove its existence, been heroic enough to 
wreck himself on the Orkney Islands. He 
came ashore at Rothesholm or Rougom Bay, 
in Stronsa, near to Shearers. It was 55 feet 
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long; but the tail seemed to have been bro- 
ken by dashing among the rocks; so it is cal- 
culated to have been 60 feet in the whole. 
Where thickest, it might equal the girth of 
an Orkney. horse.—The head was not larger 
than a seal’s, and had two spiracles or blow 
holes.—From the back hung down numerous 
filaments, 18 inches long, (the mane described 
by Pontoppidan): these filaments bear the 
most perfect resemblance to the silk worm 
gut, or India sea-grass used in trouting. The: 
suonster had three pair of fins, or rather paws; 
the first pair, five and a half feet long, with a 
joint at the distance of four feet from the 
body.—Alas! a tempest beat the carcase to 
pieces before men and ropes could be collect- 
ed, and only a fragment (about 5 feet) of the 
back bone, and a whole paw are preserved. 
M. Laing, esq. M. P. has got these, and is 
to sead them to our University Museum.” 
(Edinburg.)—U niv. Mag.New Ser.10. p. 534. 


Idem. v.11. p. 156.—Some further in- 
formation on the same subject—and suf- 
ficient we think to deprive even scepti- 
ri of any further doubts respecting the 
act. 


THE GLOW WORM. 


Mr. John Murray in a communication made 
to the Royal Society on the luminous matter 
of the glow worm, states some curious facts as 
the result of his own observations and expe- 
riments. He shows that this light is not con- 
nected with respiration or derived from Solar 
light; that it is not affected by cold nor by 
magnetism, nor by submersion in wafer. 

Trials of submersion in water im various 
temperatures, and in oxygen are detailed. 
When a glow worm was immersed in carbo- 
nic acid gas, it died shining brilliantly; in hy- 
drogen it continued tu shine and did not seem 
to suffer. Mr. Murray infers that the lumi- 
nousness is independent not only of respira- 
tion, but of the solar rays. 

The luminous matter, in a detached state, 
was also subjected to various experiments, 
from which it appears to be a guminy albu- 
minous substance, mixed with muriate of soda, 
and sulphate of alumine and potash, and to 
be composed of spherules. The light is con- 
sidered permanent, its eclipses being eaused 
by an opaque medium. 
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APOTHECARY. 
In the Biography of the Rev. Dr. Parr, 
Univ. Mag. 7. p. 298, we have the fol- 
lowing observation on the above name: 
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“¢ The father of Dr. Parr was also an apo- 

thecary, or keeper of a shop; for this is the 
real meaning of the word which is derived from 
apotheke, the Greek word for a shop. In our 
country we apply the term apothecary only to 
those shop keepers who keep medicinal drugs 
in their shops: but the very same Greek word, 
which gave us the name of apothecary, has 
‘given to the French the name of boutiquier, 
or shop-keeper in general. Thus, as is coinmon 
with them, they struck off the a in apotheke, 
and the word became potheke. ‘The letier p, 
being of the same order with the letter b, was 
changed into 6, and the word became boitheke. 
But the French, as we all know, cannot pro- 
nounce our th, or the Greek Theta; hence 
they transformed the word into botleke, vulgar- 
ly spelt boutique, their name for shop, whence 
came boutiquier, their name for sbop-keeper: 
and they think it a fine piece of raillery to 
call us a nation. bouliquiere, or a nation of 
shop-keepers.”’ 


re 


THE MOUTH EMPLOYED IN DRAW- 
ING. 


In 1806 or 1807, the Academy of Fine 
Arts at Bruges, adjudged a prize medal toa 
young man, who having from natural defects 
been unable to use his hand, had acquired the 
art of drawing to considerable perfection, by 
holding the Crayon in his mouth. 





METEOROLOGY, SEPTEMBER, 1824. 























THERMOMETER. 

Walnut st. 

Northern Dispen- || Alms-House || ‘ith & Sth. 
sary. Hall, Mean of 
2Th. out. 
Day| 9 | 12} 3 || 7} 2/7), 7)3 4] 10 
1 | 62] 67| 69|| 62 69] esl] 60, 71] 62 
2 | 65) 73) 77|| 65) 73] 72i| 58) 76) 65 
3 | 69] 70} 69|| 69) '70| '71)] 62; 67) 68 
4 | 72| 75| 77\|| 72| 76] '76)) '70| 78) 70 
5 | 70} 77} '76)| 71) '76) '75)| 68) 76) 70 
6 | 72| '75) '76)| 70) 77] 76) 69) 77| 70 
7 | '70) 70) '70\| 73) 72) 71\| 66) 67| 67 
8 | 71) 71] 714) 71) 72) 70) 67; 69) 66 
9 | 59} 61| 64|| 65] 6'7] 62)| 52) 63) 59 
10 | 61; 67| 67|| 59) 67] 66)| 56) 66) 61 
11 | 63] 62| 62]| 63) 64] 63)| 60) 60) 59 
12 | 62} 64) 65]| GO} 69) 66)| 59; 65) 63 
13 | 65] 68] 70|| 65) 70] 71|| 62) 73) 66 
14 | 68] '74) '77|| 69] '74| '75|) 64) 79) 72 
15 | 72| 78] 80}} 73) 78) 78|] 70; 80) '76 



























JESCULAPIAN REGISTER. 


MEMORANDA. 

Yale College.—At a commencement, held 
on the 8th of September, 16 persons received 
the degree of M. D.—The honorary degree 
of M. D. was likewise conferred on 5 indivi- 
duals. 

Hartford, (Conn.)—5 or 6 persons were 
lately poisoned by eating mushrooms! A cat 
also died, after licking the platter. (They 
were of the white kind!) 

Boston. Thermometer, (1 P. M.) Septem- 
ber, 5=86°: 6=83°: 768°: 8=680: 9— 
62°: 10=66°: 11=67°: Rain =3.73 inch. 

New York.—72 deaths for the week end- 
ing September 11.—Cholera Morbus 2, Con- 
sumption 12, Dropsies 3, Dysentery 6, Dys- 
pepsia 2, Fevers 4, Flux Infantile 5, Ente- 
ritis 3, Hepatitis 3, Small Pox 1, Tabes Me- 
senterica 6, Whooping Cough 4. ; 

Baltimore.—30 deaths for the week ending 
September 13.—Cholera Infantum 3, Bilious 
Fever 3, Infantile unknown 6! Typhus 3, Cho 
lera 2, Consumption 3, Small Pox 1. 

Richmond.—The Small Pczx has made its 
appearance here. Five cases were reported 
last week. 

Norfolk.—14 deaths for the month of Au 
gust.—Bilious Fever 1, Debility 3, Putrid 
sore throat 4, Cholera Infantum 2. 

Charleston.—40 deaths from the 29th of 
Aug. to Sept. 5.— Yellow Fever 16! Croup 2, 
Whooping Cough 3. Swine Pock 1! 

Thermometer—(2. P. M.) Aug. 29=85°: 
30=85°: 31=81°; Sept. 1820; 2=81°: 
3=83° : 4=85° :—little rain! 

The Yellow Fever is still prevailing to a 
considerable extent. Siz new cases were re- 
ported on the 6th of September—four on the 7th 
—four on the 8th—one on the 9th—five on the 
10th—seven on the 11th—five on the 12th. 

Savannah.—4 deaths for the week ending 
Sept. 7,—Fevers 2. 

Mew Orleans.—56 deaths from Aug. 10. 
to Aug. 16,—32 of fevers, viz. Yellow 15, 
Malignant 3, Putrid 3, Bilious 5, Remittent 
and others 6. Only 4 new cases were reported 
Aug. 17; on that day there were 14 inter- 
ments! Yellow and other fevers 11. Aug. 18, 
nine interments! Three of Yellow Fever, two 
of Dyspepsia. Aug. 19, 16 interments, F'evers 
12! Aug. 20, 7 interments—Y ellow Fever 4. 
Aug. 2i & 22, 25 interments—Fevers (mostly 
yellow) 13! 

Thermometer—(2. P. M.) Aug. 15=87°: 
16=88°: 17=89°; 18=91°: 19=91°: 20= 
92°: 21==935? ; 

Necrology.-—-Dr. Sylvester Woodbridge, 
Southampton;—Dr. Bott, Petersburg;—Dr. 
William Nailing, xt 26, Granville Co. (N.C.) 
Aug. 30.—Dr. Morris, Natchez. 
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